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Executive summary 
Monitoring media coverage is one of the basic elements in the enforcement of the interests of non-governmental organisations (NGOs). The response of the media to events related to NGOs has an outstanding importance to both lobbyists and decision-makers. In this way organisations are able to measure the efficiency of their own activity: monitoring helps in examining the already achieved success, or the ongoing civic interest representation; and it also supports raising transparency.
The following is a summary of the monthly monitoring (for the Ökotárs Alapítvány - Hungarian Environmental Partnership Foundation) of the coverage of NGOs in the media between April 1 and   30 September, 2006. 

Findings in the six-month period:

[image: image11.png]In the examined period, compared to the previous six-month period, NGOs were covered in the media less frequently; the number of their appearances decreased by 14%. This decline is even more significant concerning the media reports being relevant from the perspective of lobbying, that – compared to the period between October 2005 and March 2006 – approached 30%. 
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In the examined period the economic adjustment programme of the government, as well as initiatives related to it, turned out to be a determining issue – also regarding media reports related to civil organisations.

Moreover, the participation of NGOs in the municipal elections and their activity in local politics generated a significant coverage number, similarly as the financing of NGOs and the donation of EU subsidies. The two civic issues defining the agenda of the media became popular primarily thanks to their political actuality in the examined period, while questions subsidising NGOs has been examined by the media also in earlier periods. 
As we could already observe it in the previous six-month period, in the printed media – the four national political dailies, and local newspapers – the number of reports carrying relevant lobbying message balanced out. Civil lobby news were less often published in tabloids and weeklies.
Regarding the electronic media, public channels were once more the ones informing the most – relevant from the perspective of lobbying –news that were related to the civil sector, from which the public Kossuth Rádió can be pointed out with the most (148) reports; Kossuth Rádió is followed by the Civil Rádió  and  m1, with equally 78 reports related to NGOs.
Under civic issues generating significant media response the “taboo subjects” – as the action of the “Kendermag Egyesület” –, or questions represented by numerous NGOs  –  the issue of the “Hajógyári-sziget” (“Dream-Island Investment”), or the question of the M0 ring – were massively represented by the commercial media. TV2 has been reporting 60 times about civic events carrying a definitive lobbying message, while this number only reaches 26 occasions for RTL Klub.
During the analysis of the civil sector, 10 civic initiatives, that have already appeared in the earlier analysis, received great media attendance as determining civic matters, so thus they have been determining civic lobbying coverage for a 1,5 year.

[image: image4]
1. Analysis 
1.1. General features of the media's coverage of NGOs 
The number of NGO-related reports in Hungary’s media decreased compared to the previous half year has been decreased.

Similar to the monitoring of the previous six months, we could register numerous civic initiatives of great significance such as –  similarly to the previous examined period – the issue of the nuclear power plant at Paks, or civic initiatives against violence in the family. 

From April 2006 the economic reforms of the government, the measures of the so-called Gyurcsány-package, as well as the civil candidates, organisations participating at the municipal elections can be defined as the most significant media coverages relevant from the perspective of lobbying.
[image: image5.emf]Number of media reports about the civil sector 

(April – September 2006)

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

April May June July August September

All reports in the electronic media  All reports in the printed media

Electronic reports relevant from the perspective of lobbying Printed reports relevant from the perspective of lobbying


The following table shows the distribution of media reports about NGOs:
	Coverage Related to NGOs 

 (April – september 2006)

	
	Number of media reports
	Number of reports relevant from the perspective of lobbying 
	Share of reports relevant from the perspective of lobbying 

	
	printed
	electronic
	printed
	electronic
	printed 
	electronic 

	April
	556
	221
	114
	76
	21%
	34%

	May
	828
	340
	170
	125
	21%
	37%

	June
	886
	431
	198
	95
	22%
	22%

	July
	692
	314
	148
	99
	21%
	32%

	August
	806
	317
	185
	94
	23%
	30%

	September
	780
	758
	158
	181
	20%
	24%

	Total 
	6929
	1643
	24%


The number of media reports rose by 11% compared to the same period of the previous year. The share of reports relevant from the perspective of lobbying however has not changed that much, it declined – compared to the previous half year –  from 25% to 24%.
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1.2. the distribution of civic initiatives published in the electronic and printed media  
In the period between April and September 2006 a varied range of civil issues carrying a significant lobbying message was covered in the media. Moreover, there were many minor civil issues being characteristic for a certain month reported in the media, they were, however, mostly published in local newspapers.

Contrary to previous tendencies – the number of NGO-related issues rising every year in the printed media – our measurements in the examined period indicated a minor fall back. In the number of news carrying a lobby message, this decrease was more moderate, compared to the previous six months, it declined only by 3%.
NGO-related news were mostly reported by local newspapers, that reported altogether 384 times about non-profit issues carrying a relevant lobbying message. Political dailies still kept their significant position in reporting about civil news relevant from the perspective of lobbying. Among the four national political dailies, the newspaper Magyar Nemzet should be pointed out, that reported 126 times about issues related to the civil sector; Magyar Nemzet was followed by Népszabadság with 95 coverages, then by Népszava (78) and Magyar Hírlap (74).
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Concerning the number of reports, local newspapers were able to outrun the “four big” national political dailies, at the same time – similar to the period between October 2005 and March 2006 – the coverage of NGO related lobbying reports became more balanced between local and national newspapers. One however has to take into account, that local newspapers mainly published news related to the local community and that – although they can influence the life of local communities and groups – they do have less importance on the national level. Questions generating a wider coverage were published mainly in the political weeklies and tabloids.
We could observe, that regarding both TV and radio channels within civil reporting, news carrying a lobbying message – although they did not became dominant – defined civil coverages significantly. The number of NGO-related lobbying reports was 8-13% higher in the electronic media than in the printed media. 
During the monitoring of the previous months it could be observed, that besides the state-owned Kossuth Rádió, also the state-owned m1, as well as Civil Rádió reported the most occasions about the interest representation activity of NGOs.
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1.3. diversity of civic issues covered in the press; continously returning civic matters
NGO-related reports in the examined period were characterized by the diversity of civil issues. Despite the fact that civil coverages related to the Gyurcsány-package, as well as civil participation related to the municipal elections – namely the two leading questions of the examined period – generated twice as many reports, than the initiatives following them, the diversity, variety of civil issues was characteristic between April and October 2006.
During the examined six months questions occupying the whole society – and NGOs – were emphasized – the more rational judgement of the penalty for drug consumption related to the actions of the Kendermag Egyesület; the environmental consequences of the installation of a Hungarian NATO radar station, or the donation of 1% of people’s personal income tax to NGOs and – in connection with this issue – the introduction of this segment of the domestic donation culture.
In the following we summarized those reports relevant from the perspective of lobbying, where each civil issue reached or exceeded 10 coverages in the examined period.
	Number of publications on civic issues

(april – september 2006)

	Civil issues
	Total

	
	

	Gyurcsány-package
	144

	Municipal election – NGOs in the campaign
	137

	EU subsidies (Leader+, ROP, HEFOP)
	73

	Hajógyári island
	62

	Local governments’ subsidies and tenders
	52

	Protection of architectural heritage (ICOMOS, Centrum Csoport, ÓVÁS! Egyesület)
	50

	Kendermag Egyesület
	46

	Green Book
	40

	NATO radar (Zengő, Tubes)
	38

	Verespatak
	36

	M0 ring
	33

	1% – donations to NGOs from personal income tax
	32

	Earth Day
	31

	Association for City and Suburb Transportation (VEKE)
	28

	Visit of President Bush
	28

	Clean Air Action Group (CAAG)
	25

	National Civil Fund (NCF)
	22

	Sterilization
	22

	Sponsoring, donations, CSR
	22

	Environment protection (POLISZ-destructor in Szentgotthárd, Bükkösd cement factory, limestone mine in Balatonhenye)
	22

	Local cooperation
	20

	Election 2006 – NGOs in the campaign
	19

	Consumer protection
	19

	Award of the Nonprofit Information and Training Centre (NIOK) Foundation
	17

	Budapest Olympic Movement (BOM)
	16

	Ragweed
	15

	Margarete Island
	12

	Civil village
	12

	Hungarian Civil Liberties Union (HCLU / TASZ)
	11

	Hungarian Helsinki Committee
	10

	Waste Prevention Alliance (Humusz)
	10


Similar to the period October 2005 and March 2006  the leading civil news – civic initiatives related to the belt-tightening measures of the Gyurcsány-package, as well as articles related to the civil representatives delegated to the municipal elections – stand out as regards the quantitative nature of the reports. It has to be however emphasized that besides the biggest civil initiatives, the number of issues generating less than 10 publications – but relevant from the lobbying perspective – reached 250.
Besides the extraordinary diversity of issues in the domestic media, we could repeatedly register determining civil initiatives that have appeared for more months.
Eleven of the issues listed above enjoyed considerable media attention also in the previous period.  Reports related to the initiatives of VEKE, as well as media publications devoted to the issue of the M0 ring – although with less intensity – appeared in the media every month. Among the leading news, reports related to the protection of architectural heritage have been published for 5 months, while initiatives of the Kendermag Egyesület have been present for 2 months in the media.
Within the most significant civil events there were many issues that suddenly appeared following a concrete civil action, and after one week, or month they became leading civil news, and then disappeared. These were for example the civil actions related to Earth Day at Felvonulási tér, initiatives of environmental NGOs speaking up by the gold mine in Verespatak, and demonstrations organized following the visit of George W. Bush.
The number of those civil initiatives was significant, that appeared besides the examined period also between October 2005 and March 2006, in the most covered and thus, on a quantitative basis, among the most relevant civil news. The importance of questions published the most times changed within the total of coverages: the biggest issues of the previous examined six months generated significant media attention, whilst in the period between April – September 2006, in the most cases smaller civic initiatives were in the centre of attention. 
In the examined period 10 issues can be pointed out among the civil initiatives being relevant from the perspective of lobbying that can be found repeatedly, with a monthly regularity in the news- and background programmes of the media, this way they appeared under the more significant issues of the previous examined half year.
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Although the above mentioned questions appeared in the media – at the same time – the importance of the issues has changed. The prevously significant issue of the MO ring generated in the monitored period substantially less media-coverage (the number of reports declined to the third). Similarly, the activity of the Óvás! Egyesület to protect the architectural heritages, the question of the NATO-radar at Zengő, as well as reports related to the National Civil Fund – that were under the most significant civil actions in the previous six months monitor – marginalized in the period between April-September. Comparing the two examined periods, an increase could be only observed in the field of reports related to subsidies, in this area however both on local and EU level. 
1.4. Media reports about the Hungarian Environmental Partnership Foundation 
Initiatives by the Hungarian Environmental Partnership Foundation (HEPF – Ökotárs Alapítvány) were covered in the media 7 times during the examined period. 
Reports related to the HEPF were mostly apparent in the printed media: Among political dailies, Népszabadság reported most news that carried a lobbying message about Ökotárs. Moreover, some specific newspapers (e.g. Turizmus Trend) and weeklies  wrote about the Foundation. Among these the article of Heti Válasz –  that reported about the “Green Way Programme”, the common action of Ökotárs Alapítvány and MOL – should be pointed out. Within the electronic media Civil Radió covered the most lobby news about Ökotárs Alapítvány.
2. Methodology

2.1. The period under review
We analysed appearances of NGOs in the media between April 1, 2006 and September 30, 2006. In the “NGO media monitor” we talk about coverage “relevant from the point of lobbying” when the coverage in question refers to specific civic interests and distinct lobby messages, i.e., it contains information relevant from the point of civic advocacy as well. 

2.2. The reviewed media
Our examination was based on the media monitoring database of Observer. Even though this is one of the largest databases of Hungary’s media, it may be incomplete, so a 2-3% margin of error is possible. 
We examined the following media: 

	National TV channels
	National and news radio channels

	ATV

Duna TV

Echo TV

hírTV 

m1

RTL Klub

tv2


	Budapest Rádió

Civil Rádió

Danubius Rádió*

Gazdasági Rádió

InfoRádió*

Klubrádió

Kossuth Rádió

Rádió C

Rádió Café

Sláger Rádió*

	National dailies
	Regional dailies

	Blikk

Magyar Hírlap

Magyar Nemzet

Metro

Népszabadság

Népszava

Színes Bulvár Lap
	24 Óra, Békés Megyei Napló, Déli Hírlap, Délmagyarország, Délvilág, Dunántúli Napló, Dunaújvárosi Hírlap, Észak-Magyarország, Fejér Megyei Hírlap, Hajdú-Bihari Napló, Heves Megyei Hírlap, Kelet-Magyarország, Kisalföld, Komárom-Esztergom Megyei Hírlap, Napló, Nógrád Megyei Hírlap, Petőfi Népe, Somogyi Hírlap, Szerencsi Hírek, Tolnai Népújság, Új Heti Hírnök, Új Néplap, Vas Népe, Zalai Hírlap

	Internet-based news portals
	Weekly magazines

	Index

[origo]

online editions of the above TV and radio channels and dailies
	168 Óra, Élet és Irodalom, Figyelő, Hetek, HVG, Heti Válasz, Magyar Demokrata, Magyar Narancs, Vasárnapi Hírek


*Observer does not permanently monitor channels marked with stars.[image: image10.png]



Despite the decrease of coverage by 14%, the news items relevant from the perspective of lobbying declined only by 3%. Thus it can be said about the examined period, that emphasis has shifted to issues of greater significance, questions that affect civic sphere directly, and that carry a definitive lobbying message. 
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